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COCK'CHAFER, a species of beetle, re-
markable for the fact that it exists four or
five years in the larval stage, during -which
time it preys upon the roots of grass and
stalks of com. In its adult stage it is about
an inch long and is black in color. As it
usually comes from the ground about the
beginning of May, it is called the Mai/ lug
or May beetle, It is destructive to leaves
of various trees.
COCKTIGHTINGr, a cruel amusement
practised in various countries, first, perhaps,
among the Greeks and Romans. It consists
of causing roosters, or male fowls, to fight
until one is vanquished, which occurs only
when one is so badly injured that it cannot
live. It was long a favorite sport with the
British, and the training, dieting and breed-
ing of cocks for fighting was the subject of
many treatises. The cruelty of the sport
led to its being discontinued among the better
classes of people. Until prohibited by law
there was much eockfighting in tke United
States.
COCKLE, kok'l, a name for bivalve mol-
lusks common on the sandy shores of the
ocean and much used as food. The two
valves of the shells are nearly equal and
have two small teeth, one on each side near
the beak, and two larger remote teeth, one
on each side. The shells of some species are
beautifully marked and colored.
COCKLEBUE, kotf >l 'bur, or CLOT'BUR,
a troublesome weed, of which three species
are known in temperate regions of North
America. The burs, which are hard and
covered with hooked prickles, are about an
inch long, and as a number o£ these are
borne on every plant the weed is a great
nuisance in pastures or ranges where cattle
or sheep feed. It is difficult to get them out
of the wool of the sheep after they are once
imbedded there, and, accordingly, efforts are
always made to exterminate the weed in wool-
raising districts. As the plant dies to the
ground every year, it is not difficult to con-
trol its growth, if the plants are destroyed
each year before the seed ripens.
COCK   OF  THE  WOOD.    See   gaper-
CAZLZIEl.
COCKROACH, an insect which is one of
the most obnoxious pests that infest houses.
It has an oval, elongated, flattened body,
which is smooth on its upper surface. The
males have parchmentlike wing covers, and
the -wings of the females are imperfectly de-
 veloped. They are exceedingly agile in the
night time, and are troublesome in houses,
bakeries and wherever food is plentiful, as
they eat all kinds of provisions. As they
conceal themselves in cracks and crevices,
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they very frequently find their way through
water pipes and steam pipes into all rooms
of a house.
The cockroach is a great enemy of the
bedbug. Each female lays about thirty eggs
in each of two compartments of a small ease,
which she carries about with her for seven or
eight days. The young when hatched are
nearly the same form as their parents, ex-
cept that their wings are not well developed.
There are about 1,000 species known. Vari-
ous insect powders guaranteed to kill them
are oa the market; some housewives destroy
them by pouring boiling hot water into the
crevices where they hide.
COCOA.   See cacao.
COCOANUT, or COCONUT, ko'konut,
an oval, woody fruit, from three to eight
inches in length, covered with a thick,
stringy husk and holding, inside, a firm,
white, fleshy kernel. Within, the fruit
is hollow, or partially filled with milk,
a sweet and watery liquid of a whitish color.
The thick husk, which protects the fruit, aids
in spreading the tree among the islands
where it is native, because the nut floats
readily and may be carried long distances
without injury. The cocoanut is the fruit of
a palm which grows a straight, naked trunk
from forty ta sixty feet in height. The
summit is crowned by featherlike leaves,
among which the nuts hang in clusters of a
dozen or more.
The cocoamit forms a large part of the
food of the islanders, who eat it as it comes
from the tree, either ripe or green. A large
quantity of oil is obtained by pressing the
fruit, and this is known as eoeoanut butter,

